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INTRODUCTION 


This volume is the ninth pregnancy report for North Carolina. The data of this report include reported 
induced abortions, live births, and fetal deaths. Only fetal deaths of 20 or more weeks gestation are 
reportable. The sum of these events represents total reported pregnancies. 


The following section uses tables, graphs, maps, and narrative to examine statewide trends and 
patterns in pregnancy, live birth, abortion, and fetal death. Subsequent sections of this report examine 
selected characteristics of abortions, live births, and fetal deaths with emphasis on abortions since they 
are not reported in other publications of the State Center for Health Statistics. Finally, for the state, 
regions, and 100 counties, one-page tables summarize resident abortions, live births, fetal deaths and 
total pregnancies by race and age for total and unmarried women. Note that marital status was not 
reported for almost 10 percent of the abortions. Therefore the number of abortions to unmarried 
women is understated in the tables of this report. 


Throughout this report, data year 1987 is used as the base to reflect changes during the past decade. 
Beginning in 1978, abortion providers voluntarily reported detailed characteristics on nearly all of their 
procedures. Corresponding data for earlier years were obtained from a sample and may not be 
representative. 


Hospitals and clinics in North Carolina reported detailed information on an estimated 99 percent of 
all abortions performed in 1997. For those facilities not reporting 100 percent, the characteristics data 
have been expanded in a random manner to produce data for each facility’s total number of abortions. 
These adjustments should not seriously bias the results. For live births and fetal deaths, reporting of the 
events is believed to be virtually 100 percent, although the variables include a few unknown or not stated 
values. 


For the maps of this report, a procedure from SAS was used to group counties that are “most like each 
other” with respect to the statistic being examined. This procedure may result in very large or very small 
groups, depending on how the counties differ. 


Itis hoped that this report will serve many of the data needs of those individuals and agencies delivering 
and/or planning health services for the childbearing population of the state. Your comments are always 
welcomed. You may contact this office at (919) 733-4728, or address correspondence to: 


State Center for Health Statistics 
Department of Health and Human Services 
P.O. Box 29538 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27626-0538 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
State Library of North Carolina 


http://www.archive.org/details/northcarolinarep9/nort 


TRENDS AND PATTERNS IN PREGNANCY, LIVE BIRTH, 
ABORTION, AND FETAL DEATH 


Total and race-specific measures for each year 1987-1997 are listed in the table below. North 
Carolina's total pregnancy rate (pregnancies per 1,000 females ages 15-44) has stayed almost the same 
after last year’s increase. The pregnancy rate for minorities decreased while it increased slightly for 
whites. Live births are the greatest contributor to total pregnancies, so it is not surprising that the state’s 
fertility rate (live births per 1,000 females ages 15-44) has followed the same general course as the total 
pregnancy rate. There was a 1.8 percent increase in the total fertility rate from 1996 to 1997. 


The state’s abortion rate (abortions per 1,000 females ages 15-44) continues to decline, after a slight 
increase from 1995 to 1996. The decline occurred for both whites and minorities. The abortion fraction 
(abortions per 1,000 pregnancies) decreased by 9 percent and 6.9 percent among whites and minorities 
respectively. The final component of total reported pregnancies is the relatively small number of fetal 
deaths. The overall fetal death rate (fetal deaths per 1,000 deliveries) decreased by 11.1 percent from 
1996 to 1997. 


Pregnancy Rates, Fertility Rates, Abortion Rates, 
Abortion Fractions and Fetal Death Rates: 
North Carolina Residents, 1987-1997* 


1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 
Pregnancy Rate 
Total 82.9 85.9 87.1 87.9 85.9 854 82.9 81.9 80.1 81.7 81.6 
White 73:8 754 -760 77.9 75.7 754. 73.2 73.22 725 738 714.0 
Minority 107.6 114.5 116.4 113.5 112.5 111.4 108.1 104.8 99.6 101.8 99.5 


Fertility Rate 
Total 60.3 62.3 645 656 63.8 645 62.4 62.0 61.5 62.8 63.9 
White 55.6 56.9 586 606 58.8 59.8 57.9 586 59.0 605 61.9 
Minority 73.6 77.5 81.0 79.6 78.0 77.5 74.5 71.0 68.2 68.8 69.5 


Abortion Rate 
Total’ 22:1 §23:0!.. 22:0 21:7 .214 -20.3'- 20:0. 19.5. -18.1 18.4 1 
White 17.8 18.1 L7H e699 16s, 15.3" 14:9. . 14:2 £73.) 12:8" ol 
Minority 33.2 360 343 32.9 33.5 32.8 32.6 32.9 304 320 2 


Abortion Fraction 
Total 267.0 268.2 253.1 247.0 249.8 237.9 241.3 237.7 226.3 225.0 209.6 
White 241.2 240.2 224.7 216.7 218.2 202.5 203.2 193.7 181.2 173.8 158.1 
Minority 308.3 314.6 294.7 289.4 297.7 294.6 301.7 313.7 305.5 314.7 292.9 


Fetal Death Rate 
Total 8.6 8.9 8.7 8.6 8.6 9.0 8.4 7.9 8.0 9.0 8.0 
White 7.4 6.7 6.6 6.5 6.7 6.6 6.1 5.6 5.8 7.0 6.0 
Minority 11.3 13.4 13.00 13.33 12.5 14.1 13.3 13.00 13.22 14.0 13.0 


*Pregnancy, fertility, and abortion rates for 1987-1989 are not the same as published in some previous reports due to revised population 
estimates. In almost all cases, the updated total and white rates are slightly lower and minority rates are slightly higher than rates 
previously published. 
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On pages 2-3 through 2-20, maps and tables show county-specific pregnancy, fertility, and abortion 
rates, as well as abortion fractions for 1997. Fetal death rates are not given due to the instability of the 


county rates for a single year. Users are referred to the five-year fetal death rates published in North 
Carolina Vital Statistics, Volume 1. 
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Pregnancy Rates 
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CONTINUED 


1997 


ABORTION RATES 


REGIONS AND COUNTIES, 


PREGNANCY, FERTILITY, ABORTION RATES AND ABORTION FRACTIONS BY RACE FOR WOMEN AGES 35-44 
NORTH CAROLINA, 
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SUMMARY OF CHARACTERISTICS OF INDUCED ABORTIONS 


During 1997, the licensed facilities of North Carolina reported 31,495 abortions to the State Center 
for Health Statistics, a decrease of 6 percent from the number reported in 1996. As in previous years, 
women obtaining these abortions were most often white, between the ages of 15 and 24, and not mar- 
ried. Most had never had a previous abortion and had no living children. Tables and graphs on the fol- 
lowing two pages show the number of resident and occurrence abortions by county for 1997. 


Place of Occurrence 


The table on page 3-3 details 1997 North Carolina occurrences according to region and county of 
occurrence. Of the 31,495 abortions reported in North Carolina, 99.8 percent occurred in 10 counties. 
Almost 25 percent of the state total occurred in Mecklenburg, 24 percent occurred in Wake, and 14 
percent occurred in Orange. 


In 1997, a total of 614 or 2.1 percent of North Carolina resident abortees received abortions in other 
states. Of these, 53.7 percent occurred in Virginia, 25.9 percent occurred in South Carolina and 17.8 
percent occurred in Georgia. The remaining two percent occurred in Alabama, Kansas, Kentucky, Ne- 
braska, Rhode Island, and Tennessee. 


Place of Residence 


During 1997, abortions to residents of North Carolina totaled 28,592, a decrease of 6.5 percent from 
1996. The distribution by county of residence varied widely during 1997 with all 100 counties repre- 
sented. The most populous counties accounted for the greatest frequencies, as shown on the graph on 
the following page. 


Among abortions performed in 1997, a total of 3,517 (10.9%) were to residents of other states. Of 
these, 52.3 percent were residents of South Carolina and 34.7 percent were residents of Virginia. Ten- 
nessee accounted for 5.5 percent of North Carolina’s nonresident abortions; Georgia, 1.7 percent; and 
Florida and New York each accounted for 0.6 percent. 


Facility of Occurrence 


In 1997, 23 hospitals performed only 2.2 percent of abortions occurring in North Carolina. The re- 
maining almost 98 percent occurred in 25 non-hospital facilities. 
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Reported Induced Abortions 
by County of Occurrence 


Number of Abortions 
GD 7,585 - 7,737 
2,626 - 4,440 
E22 1,637 - 2,181 
974 - 1,331 
0.7m 


Reported Induced Abortions 
of Residence 


North Carolina 
1997 


ARES 


Number of Abortions 
GD 3.048 - 3,732 
: 1,526 - 2,130 
22> 858 - 1,358 
482 - 729 

C ) 6-359 


North Carolina 
1997 
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ly 


Occurrence 


Total 


PC REGION 

I Western 

II Northwestern 
III Southwestern 
IV Northeastern 
V Southeastern 
VI Eastern 


COUNTY 
Alamance 
Alexander 
Alleghany 
Anson 
Ashe 
Avery 
Beaufort 
Bertie 
Bladen 
Brunswick 
Buncombe 
Burke 
Cabarrus 
Caldwell 
Camden 
Carteret 
Caswell 
Catawba 
Chatham 
Cherokee 
Chowan 
Clay 
Cleveland 
Columbus 
Craven 
Cumberland 
Curmntuck 


31,495 


2,147 
4,844 
7,737 

12,797 
2,615 
1,355 


Resident 


28,592 


1,502 
6,230 
5,230 
7,149 
4,333 
4,090 


Reported Induced Abortions 
By Perinatal Care Region and County 


Occurrence Data and Resident Data 


North Carolina, 1997 


COUNTY 
Dare 
Davidson 
Davie 
Duplin 
Durham 
Edgecombe 
Forsyth 
Franklin 
Gaston 
Gates 
Graham 
Granville 
Greene 
Guilford 
Halifax 
Harnett 
Haywood 
Henderson 
Hertford 
Hoke 
Hyde 
Iredell 
Jackson 
Johnston 
Jones 

Lee 
Lenoir 
Lincoln 
McDowell 
Macon 
Madison 
Martin 
Mecklenburg 
Mitchell 
Montgomery 
Moore 


Occurrence Resident 


66 
356 
72 
112 
1,526 
214 
1,358 
141 


2,626 


2,181 2,130 


COUNTY 
Nash 


New Hanover 


Northampton 
Onslow 
Orange 
Pamlico 
Pasquotank 
Pender 
Perquimans 
Person 

Pitt 

Polk 
Randolph 
Richmond 
Robeson 
Rockingham 
Rowan 
Rutherford 
Sampson 
Scotland 
Stanly 
Stokes 


Transylvania 
Tyrrell 
Union 
Vance 
Wake 
Warren 
Washington 
Watauga 
Wayne 
Wilkes 
Wilson 
Yadkin 
Yancey 
Unknown 


Occurrence 


Resident 


The remainder of the data appearing in this publication will be resident data. The base year ap- 
pearing in the trend graphs and tables is 1987 to reflect changes during the past decade. 


Summary of Characteristics of Women Receiving Abortions 


1987 
Total Number 34,344 
State of Occurrence 
North Carolina 96.3 
Out of State SH, 
Age 
14 and under jf} 
15-19 28.4 
20-24 33.1 
25-29 19.6 
30-34 10.2 
35 and over 6.0 
Unknown 13 
Race 
White 59.6 
Minority 38.9 
Unknown ia 
Marital Status 
Married 24.3 
Unmarried 73.6 
Unknown 22 
Education 
8 and under NG i 
9-11 15.2 
12 39.2 
13 and over 32.5 
Unknown 11.1 
Number of Living Children 
None 56.7 
1] 24.0 
2 13.5 
3 or more 5.8 
Unknown 4.9 
Number of Previous Abortions 
None 67.2 
1 23.4 
2 6.8 
3 or more 2.6 
Unknown 6.3 
Weeks of Gestation® 
8 and under 43.2 
9-12 41.3 
13-15 8.0 
16-20 3.3 
21 and over 0.5 
Unknown 0.0 
Type of Procedure 


Suction Curettage 96.9 
Medical (nonsurgical)* — 
Dilation & Evacuation? — 
Intra-Uterne Instillation 2.4 


Sharp Curettage 0.3 

Hysterectomy/ 
Hysterotomy. 0.0 

Unknown/Other 0.4 


'Percentages may not add to 100 percent due to rounding. 
3Gestation computed from last menstrual period. 


North Carolina Resident Data, 1987-1997 


1988 
36,066 


1989 
34,907 


Percent Distribution’ 


1990 
34,565 


23.3 


11.5 
40.9 
30.0 
15.9 


52:1 


26.9 
15.0 


63.9 
25:9 


48.7 


0.0 
1.6 


1991 
34,369 


2Married includes separated but not legally divorced. 
‘Data not collected until 1994. 
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1992 


1993 


32,730 32,498 


98.0 
2.0 


1.1 
21.9 
36.2 
20.1 
11.7 
TS 
1.6 


4Data not collected until 1997. 


1995 
29,938 


1996 


1997 


30,593 28,592 


81.4 


17.6 


Tables and graphs on the following two pages show trends for North Carolina resident abortions by 
race, age, weeks of gestation and education of abortee from 1987-1997. 


Resident Induced Abortions 
By Race of Abortee 
North Carolina, 1987-1997 


Year Total White Minority 
1987 34,344 20,457 13,346 
1988 36,066 20,988 14,711 
1989 34,907 19,966 14,242 
1990 34,565 19,792 13,764 
1991 34,369 19,453 14,199 
1992 32,730 18,064 14,082 
1993 32,498 17,699 14,177 
1994 31,875 16,973 14,430 
1995 29,938 15,881 13,474 
1996 30,593 15,620 14,287 
1997 28,592 14,314 13,067 


NOTE: Race-specific counts do not add to the total due to cases of unknown race. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY RACE OF ABORTEE BY AGE OF ABORTEE 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1987-1997 NORTH CAROLINA, 1987-1997 


19 and Under 


Percent 
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ABORTION RATES AND ABORTION FRACTIONS BY AGE 


Age 1987 
Rates 15-19 39.6 
Fractions 402.2 
Rates 20-24 40.1 
Fractions 274.0 
Rates 25-29 23.9 
Fractions 194.3 
Rates 30-34 12.9 
Fractions 179.1 
Rates 35-44 4.4 
Fractions 279.1 


Rates All Ages 22.1 
Fractions 


1988 
41.4 
399.5 


43.0 
283.1 


24.2 
196.9 


1347 
185.3 


4.5 
276.1 


23.0 


1989 
38.5 
365.1 


43.0 
274.6 


24.4 
186.8 


13.8 
179.0 


4.3 
246.9 


22.0 


267.0) 268-2; 253.1 


1990 
36.5 
346.4 


44.8 
272.8 


24.2 
182.6 


13.0 
164.6 


4.6 
2551 


PAs | 


1991 
33.4 
330.5 


45.8 
283.1 


24.6 
1932 


13.4 
167.0 


4.7 
254.0 


21.4 


1992 
30.7 
312.0 


43.3 
Dililt5 


2319 
184.2 


13.1] 
160.9 


4.5 
2393 


20.3 


247.0 249.8 237.9 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1987-1997 


1993 
30.5 
316.5 


41.6 
279.6 


24.4 
193.4 


13.1 
158.2 


4.6 
232.0 


20.0 


1994 
29.4 
308.2 


40.4 
20-1 


233 
187.0 


13'S 
159.9 


4.6 
224.9 


19.5 


1995 
27.0 
294.9 


37.8 
264.8 


229 
186.1 


12.1 
143.4 


4.5 
213.1 


18.1 


1996 
Psy) 
279.4 


38.8 
264.8 


25.0 
194.9 


229 
145.9 


4.6 
2137 


18.4 


1997 
22.6 
264.0 


3519 
242.8 


23)3 
19H 


12.7 
143.0 


4.3 
188.9 


Isl 


2413) 237.0 226.3 22510 20916 


Note: Abortion rates are abortions per 1,000 females of the age group and abortion fractions are abortions 
per 1,000 pregnancies. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 


BY WEEKS OF GESTATION 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1987-1997 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY EDUCATION OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1987-1997 
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SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENT LIVE BIRTHS 
AND FETAL DEATHS 


LIVE BIRTHS 


There was a slight increase in the absolute number of live births from 1996 to 1997, but an overall 
increase of 14 percent since 1987 to 106,949 resident live births in 1997. Here we examine several 
live birth trends that cause particular public health concern because of possible economic, emotional, 
and health consequences to the mother/child. Several other publications available from this office of- 
fer more detail about live births and their maternal and medical characteristics. Region, county, and 
some city data are also available. 


Resident Live Births by Race of Child 
North Carolina, 1987-1997 


Year Total White Minority 
1987 93,481 63,876 29,605 
1988 97,560 65,937 31,623 
1989 102,091 68,455 33,636 
1990 104,439 71,095 33,344 
199) 102,309 69,233 33,076 


1992 103,925 70,687 33,238 
1993 101,333 68,960 32,373 


1994 101,396 70,241 31,155 
1995 101,555 71,330 30,225 
1996 104,428 73,745 30,683 


1997 106,949 75,789 31,160 
Fertility Rates by Age and Race 
North Carolina, 1987-1997 
AGE and RACE 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


15-19 White 434 45.1 47.3 52.33 503 504 489 504 50.3 50.8 50.9 
Minority 89.2 93.8 101.8 104.2 105.3 104.7 103.2 100.0 95.3 94.2 88.3 


20-24 White 94.2 93.7 96.9 103.7 100.0 101.7) 93.7 94.1 94.5 97.5 101.0 
Minority 133.5 143.1 149.4 157.0 154.7 150.1 138.0 129.8 128.3 131.0 136.2 


25-29 White 100.0 102.7 105.6 107.0 102.0 104.6 100.5 102.0 102.8 106.1 108.6 
Minority 97.0 104.4 110.5 109.5 102.2 106.8 102.0 96.5 90.4 92.4 98.9 


30-34 White 62.6 63.0 66.1 689 68.7 70.7 72.4 74.2 760 79.5 80.6 
Minority 50.9 54.2 560 55.9 584 59.7 60.3 60.7 604 62.2 61.2 


35-44 White 109 11.5 128 133 140 146 15.3 161 417.0 17.4 19.0 
Minority 12.3 12.8 13.9 130 12.9 134 145 144 142 149 15.9 


Note: Fertility rates are live births per 1,000 females of the age group. 
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WHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1987-1997 


160 


140 


80 


60 


40 


Births per 1,000 Women in Age Group 


20 


87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 


Year 


1987 
Unmarried Mothers 
Total 24.9 
White 10.6 
Minority 55.6 
Low Birthweight 
Total 7.9 
White 6.0 
Minority 12.0 
Very Low Birthweight 
Total 1.6 
White 1.0 
Minority 2.8 
No Prenatal Care 
Total 1S 
White 0.9 
Minority 2.8 


Selected Live Birth Trends 
North Carolina, 1987-1997 


1989 


MINORITY FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 


Births per 1,000 Women in Age Group 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1987-1997 
4G Opes 2 sch escc ees ses eee tere oe oe eee eee 


87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 


Percentages 
1990 1991 1992 
2IAP 316" ~3ile3 
14.2 160 16.1 
61.9" 642 63.7 
8.0 8.4 8.4 
5.9 6.4 6.4 
1224 1278 el 228 
ie, Ie 1/ 
1 1 1.0 
2.9 2.9 3.0 
1.8 1.6 13 
1.0 0.8 0.6 
3.4 3:3 2.8 
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Year 


FETAL DEATHS 


This section examines trends in white and minority fetal death by race and maternal age. Race-spe- 
cific fetal death rates for regions, counties, and cities are available in North Carolina Vital Statistics, 
Volume 1. Counties are urged to use 5-year fetal death rates, rather than the less stable single-year 
rates. 


Race 
Following are the numbers of resident reported fetal deaths by race from 1987 to 1997. 


Resident Fetal Deaths by Race 
North Carolina, 1987-1997 


Year Total White Minority 
1987 814 477 337 
1988 872 443 429 
1989 899 455 444 
1990 911 463 448 
1991 884 465 419 
1992 948 471 477 
1993 861 424 437 
1994 808 397 411 
1995 823 418 405 
1996 952 Sh] 435 
1997 865 457 408 


Maternal Age 


Because of the instability of the fetal death rates by race and age, they are not graphed here. How- 
ever, the table below points to the higher rates among mothers age 35 and older, mothers 19 and 
younger, as well as among minorities. 


Fetal Death Rates by Age and Race 
North Carolina, 1987-1997 


AGE and RACE 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


15-19 White 8.1 y=, 8.5 9.0 8.0 8.8 7.4 ce) 7.0 9.3 8.1 
Minority 104 14.9 125 12.3 W8 141 13.2 128 21.7 133 11.9 


20-24 White 6.2 6.6 59 6.2 5.0 7.0 6.1 5.0 5.9 6.5 6.9 
Minority 93. 122 127 125 105 4125 .-13)- 125 “2.7: 4 Ne 


25-29 White 7.4 5.9 6.3 5.5 6.5 5.3 4.8 5.0 5.3 6.6 4.9 
Minority 11.8 11.9 12.0 12.2 13.3. 12.9 12.0 96 125 136 1435 


30-34 White TZ 6.3 5.8 6.1 7.4 6.4 6.1 5.2 4.4 4.9 4.2 
Minority 13.8 10.2 13.9 144 13.1 165 145 161 15.7 15.4 13.3 


35-44 White 11.7 8.0 8.1 7.8 8.6 6.6 8.5 Tel 8.9 10.8 8.0 
Minority 18.1 18.5 16.7 21.30 21.3 21.2 14.2 15.3 174 17.6 16.1 
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SUMMARY OF REPORTED PREGNANCIES 


In 1997, there were 28,592 induced abortions to residents of North Carolina, a decrease of 6.5 
percent from 1996. 


A total of 3,517 (10.9%) of abortions performed in North Carolina were to residents of other states. 


The average age of North Carolina residents having abortions during 1997 was 24.9. The percentage 
of abortions at younger ages has continued to decrease since 1987. 


The highest abortion rate occurred to women ages 20-24. The abortion fraction was highest among 
women ages 15-19. 


Of the resident abortions reported in 1997, 50.1 percent were reported as white and 45.7 percent 
were reported as minority, and no race was reported for 4.2 percent. 


Only 20.5 percent of North Carolina residents receiving abortions during 1997 were reported as 
being legally married. However, 9.8 percent of abortion records in 1997 had marital status not 
reported. 


The average education level of residents receiving abortions during 1997 was 12.8 years. Sixty- 
nine percent had at least 12 years of education, compared to 72 percent during 1987. 


Thirty-six percent of North Carolina women having abortions during 1997 reported at least one 
previous abortion. 


In 1997, the percentage of women obtaining abortions beyond the 20th week of gestation was 0.8. 
The average gestational weeks of pregnancy was 8.7 in 1997. 


Suction curettage accounted for 81.4 percent of all resident abortion procedures reported for 1997, 
a decrease from 89.5 percent in 1996. The decrease was particularly due to the addition of dila- 
tion and evacuation as a reportable procedure, which now accounts for 17.6 percent of all resi- 
dent abortion procedures. 


There were 106,949 live births reported to residents of North Carolina in 1997, an increase of 14 
percent over 1987. 


The percent of newborns at low birthweights showed a slight increase. The percentage weighing 
less than 2,500 grams was 8.8 in 1997. The percentage of very low-weight births (less than 1,500 
grams) showed a slight increase, too. 


Births to mothers with no prenatal care accounted for one percent of all live births. 


The fetal death rates for whites and minorities age 35 and older decreased 26 and 8.5 percent re- 
spectively from 1996 to 1997. 
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Abortee 


Abortion Fraction 


Abortion Rate 
Age 
Clinic 


Dilation and 


Evacuation (D & E) 


Education 
Fertility Rate 


Fetal Death 


Fetal Death Rate 
Gestation 
Gestational Age 


Hysterotomy/ 
Hysterectomy 


Induced Abortion 


DEFINITIONS 


A woman who has received an abortion. 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 reported pregnancies (live births + fetal 
deaths of 20 or more weeks gestation + induced abortions). 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 females of specified age. 
Age at last birthday. 


A freestanding facility, neither physically attached to nor operated by a licensed 
hospital, for the performance of abortions. 


This procedure, used most frequently in the second trimester, involves opening the 
cervix (dilation) and using primarily sharp instrument techniques, but also suction and 
other instrumentation such as forceps for evacuation. 


The number of years of schooling completed. 
The number of live births per 1,000 females of specified age. 


Death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of 
human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, as indicated by the fact that 
after such expulsion or extraction the fetus does not breathe or show any evidence of life, 
such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of 
voluntary muscles (definition adopted by World Health Organization in 1950). Consis- 
tent with required reporting, this report includes only fetal deaths resulting from 
pregnancies of 20 or more weeks gestation. 


The number of fetal deaths per 1,000 live births plus fetal deaths. 
Weeks of pregnancy as computed from date of last menstrual period. 


The age of the fetus in weeks. 


Hysterotomy involves surgical entry into the uterus, as in a cesarean section, that 
removes a fetus that is too small to survive even with extraordinary life support 
measures. It is usually performed only if other abortion procedures fail. Hysterectomy 
is a procedure in which the uterus is removed either with the fetus inside or after the fetus 
has been removed. It is usually performed only when a pathological condition of the 
uterus, such as fibroid tumor, warrants its removal or when a woman desires steriliza- 
tion. 


The purposeful interruption of pregnancy with the intention other than to produce a live 
born infant or to remove a dead fetus and which does not result in a live birth. 
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Intra-uterine 
Instillation 


Live Birth 


Living Children 


Low Birthweight 


Maternal 


Married 


Medical 
(Nonsurgical) 


Not Married 


Occurrence 
Perinatal 
Pregnancy Rate 
Prenatal 


Previous Abortions 


This procedure involves either withdrawing a portion of amniotic fluid from the uterine 
cavity by a needle inserted through the abdominal wall and replacing this fluid with a 
concentrated salt solution (known as saline instillation, saline abortion, or saline 
amniotic fluid exchange) or injecting a prostaglandin — a substance with hormonelike 
activity — into the uterine cavity through a needle inserted through the abdominal wall 
(known as intra-uterine prostaglandin instillation). The saline instillation process 
induces labor, which results in the expulsion of the usually dead fetus approximately 24 
to 48 hours later. The interval between prostaglandin injection and expulsion tends to 
be shorter than in a saline abortion. 


The complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, 
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after separation, breathes or shows any 
other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or 
any definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been 
cut or the placenta is attached (definition adopted by World Health Organization in 
1950). 


The number of children still living at the time of this event. 


Liveborn infants who weigh under 2,500 grams (5 pounds, 8 ounces or less) at birth, 
regardless of the period of gestation. 


Of or pertaining to the mother. 


Includes women living with a husband and those who are separated but not legally 
divorced. In the case of live births and fetal deaths, the term also includes mothers who 
have been legally divorced 280 or fewer days. 


This nonsurgical procedure involves the administration of a medication or medications 
to induce an abortion. Medications (e.g., methotrexate, mifepristone, misoprostol, etc.) 
are used most frequently early in the first trimester of pregnancy. However, some 
medications (e.g., prostaglandin suppositories, injectable prostaglandins, etc.) may also 
be administered during the second trimester of pregnancy to induce abortion. Medica- 
tions may be administered orally, by injection, or intra-vaginally. 


Includes women who are widowed or divorced and those who have never married. In the 
case of live births and fetal deaths, widowed or divorced includes only mothers who have 
been widowed or legally divorced for more than 280 days. 

The facility, county, region, or state in which the event occurred. 

Occurring at about the time of birth. 

The number of pregnancies per 1,000 females of specified age. 


Occurring, existing, or taking place before birth. 


The number of previous induced abortions the abortee has had. The current procedure 
is not included. 


ly 


Race 


Residence 
Retained Products 


Sharp Curettage 


Suction Curettage 


Very Low Birthweight 


Two broad categories, “white” and “minority,” are used. “Minority” is predominantly 
Black in North Carolina (>90%). 


The usual county, region, or state of residence of the pregnant woman. 

Fetal tissue that may remain in the uterus after an abortion. 

A procedure that involves the dilation of the cervix as in suction, although usually to a 
larger diameter. The fetal and placental tissues are then scraped out with a curette, which 
resembles a small spoon. 

In this procedure the cervical canal is dilated by the successive insertion of instruments 
of increasing diameter. When the opening 1s large enough, a flexible tube is inserted into 
the uterine cavity and the fetal and placental tissues are then suctioned out by an electric 


vacuum pump. 


Liveborn infants who weigh under 1,500 grams (3 pounds, 4 ounces or less) at birth, 
regardless of the period of gestation. 
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APPENDIXES 


Ae 


APPENDIX A 


N.C. Department of Health and Human Services 
State Center for Health Statistics 


INDUCED ABORTION CASE REPORT 


: oD For State Use Only 


Residence Code: 


City Zip Code 


10. 1 12 «13 14 #15 #16 17+ 


_ Age of Patient: 

In Years 

‘a. Race of Patient: 
0 1 = White 0 2=Blac 

- 0O3=Am. Ind./Alaskan Native 


0 4 = Asian/Pacific Islander 


ispanic Origin? 
(Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) 
01 = Yes (Specify) 


6. Marital Status: 
01 = Married 0 4 = Divorced 
O2=Separated 05 =Widowed 
03 = Never Married 


a. History of Previous Pregnancies: 8. Current Pregnancy: 
(Complete each section) 
a. Date of Last 
Live Births Other Terminations Menstrual Period: 
Number | Number Number Fetal/ | Number 
Now Living | Now Dead Spontaneous | Induced b. Date of 


Abortion: 


ONone |! ONone O None | DNone 
). Last Previous Pregnancy Mo. Day Yr. c. Length of Gestation: 
_ Termination Date yf / (Physician’s Estimate in Weeks) 


Procedure that Terminated Pregnancy: 10. Complications of Pregnancy Termination: 
(Check only one) (Check all that apply) 


0 1 = Suction Curettage 010 = None 

0 2 = Medical (Nonsurgical) 0 1 = Hemorrhage 
Specify Medication(s) 0 2 = Sepsis (Infection) 

03 = Dilation and Evacuation 0 3 = Uterine Perforation 


04 = Intra-Uterine Instillation (Saline or Prostaglandin) 0 4 = Cervical Laceration 
05 = Sharp Curettage (D&C) 0 5 = Retained Products 
O16 = Hysterotomy/Hysterectomy 06 = Other (Specify) 
O17 = Other (Specify) 


391 (Revised 10/98) 


- jnter for Health Statistics (Review 10/00) 


y 


W’ Name and Title of Person Completing Report 


Distribution: White — State copy; Canary — Facility copy 


APPENDIX B 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Ee CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 
Registration 
District No. ___ Local No. 


CHILO'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 


BIRTH NO. — 132 


DATE OF BIRTH (Mont, Day, Year) TIME OF BIRTH 


2 i Mu 


CITY. TOWN, OR LOCATION OF BIRTH COUNTY OF BIRTH 
CHILD 
ry & 
PLACE OF BIRTH: O Hospital O Freestanding Binn Center 0 Ciinic/Doctor's Otlice FACILITY NAME (/1 not insitution, give siree! and number) 
O Residence 
7. © Other (Specify) a 
FATHER'S NAME (Firat, Middle, Last) OATE OF BIRTH (Aéanth, Day, Year) BIRTHPLACE (State or foresgn country) 
a > [10 11. 
MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Las!) cf JOEN NAME DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Yeas) 
i AN, ta” 1 
BIRTHPLACE (State or forergn country) | USUAL RESIDENCE (: TE) a] COUNTY CITY, TOWN OR LOCATION 
PARENTS Sine 7 

“ 15a. Coes y 1sb 1Se. 
STREET ANO NUMBER ¢- "a ‘INSIDE CITY LIMITS | MOTHER'S MAILING ADDRESS (/! same as rescence, enter Zip Coce 

> seen % . Yes or No) “same") 

a 1s ay : . 1Se. 16a 1 

S MOTHER'S SIGNATURE | caruty that f ave inspected this castlicate. RELATION TO CHILD IF MOTHER CANNOT SIGN |SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER REQUESTED 

pala sg a 

us We toe 17. ve ves [] no [) 

< | ceruty that tus child was bor ale al the place and time and on the |DATE SIGNED ATTENDANTS NAME AND TITLE (If other than carter) (Type/Print) 

- dale stated. Signature 

7) 
— QMO.000 0 CNM 

Midvale 
CEATIFIER'S NAME & TITLE (Type/Pnint) 18 O Other (Specity) 


DEHNR 1201 
(Revised &/90) 
VITAL RECOROS 


COLOR OR RACE OF FATHER (Specily White, Black, Amencan indian. etc) 
cs 


Omo.cooo ital Administrator ATTENDANTS MAILING ACORESS (Sires & Number or Rura Route & Number, Cty, Town, Zip Coos) 


O CNM O Other Micwite 
20.0 Otner (Specify) —__ 7. 


DATE RECO BY LOCAL REG. SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR DATE NAME ADDED DATE AMENCED 


Za 


ro--3 r=5 u 


COLOR OR RACE OF MOTHER (Specity White, Black, Amencan indian, etc.) 


sa 


INFORMATION FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH USE ONLY 


28a SSN 77a. SSN 
26a. EDUCATION (Highest Grace Compieied) 77 EDUCATION (Highest Grace Compietsc) 
Eiernentary/Secondary (0-12) College (1-4 or $+) Elementary/Seconcary (0-12) College (1~4 or 5+) 


26c. HISPANIC (Cuban, Memcan, Puerto Rican, sic.) ORIGIN? 
CNo OYes (Specity) 
MOTHER MARRIED (Al birth, conception or between PLURALITY — Single. Twin. Triplet. 


burth and conception) etc. (Specity) 
a ee 


30. PREGNANCY HISTORY (Campiete each section) 
& Live Bietns (Do not wnciude this child) 


Ze HISPANIC (Cuban, Memcan, Puerto Fuca, ec.) ORIGIN? =. 
ONo OYes (Specity) 


IF NOT SINGLE — Born First. Second, Third. 
etc (Specity) 
20. 


BIRTH WEIGHT (Specify) 
ae 1B oz 
31. APGAR SCORE 


Date of last Live Birth 


Now Lrnng. Number OO None Now Oesd. Number C None (Monn, Cay. Year} 
b. OTHER TERMINATIONS (Spontaneous snd DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION 
widuced af any time after conception) Number ______mm__O None (Month, Day. Year) 


OATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN | MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Toul Number | CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Did moiner rave Dod ‘esi for 
(Monin, Day. Year) CARE BEGAN (First, Second, etc.) (1 none, 30 state) GESTATION (Weeas) Sypnutie? (Specity yes or no ) 
na a u. us xs 

MOTHER TRANSFERRED PRIOR TO DELIVERY? O NO O YES If yes. enternameof |INFANT TRANSFERRED? O NO O YES if Y®S. enter name of facility transferred to 
facility transferred from 
Va 


I7b. 


43. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF CHILD 
(Check ail that apply) 


Anencepnalus 
Spina bilida/Meningocele . 
Hydrocephalus... 


38a. MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS 
PREGNANCY (Check all that apply) 
(Checkiell hat apply) Febrile (> 100° F. or 38°C.) . 

Anemia (Hct < 30/Hgb. < 10)................. Meconium, moderata/neavy . 

Cardiac disease re Premature rupture of membrane ( 


40. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/OR DELIVERY 


Acute or chronic lung disease Microcepnalus _.. fez 

Diabetes seeereseeeeeseesesess-.04 0 | Placenta previa ........ Other central nervous system anomalies 

Genital herpes os Other excessive bleeding 

Hydramnios/Oligohydramnios . Seizures during labor ...... ber ly) oso 

Hemogiobinopathy ...... Precipitous labor ( <3 hours) Hear spaltormations Suerawachemnassescas ..-..060 

Hypertension, chronic... Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) Otneg circulatory/respiratory anomalies 

Ache Pregnancy-associated . Dysfunctional labor ........ (S pacity) 070 

13 .. 

Incompetent cervix ...... | Rectal atresia/stenosis .................. 03 O 

Previous infant 4000+ grams . --120 | Cord prolapse ........... ‘ Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 

Previous preterm or small-for-gestational- BUOUE ois 2s: cee sees Fedectesaescsesscsscsesad 00 
age infant se 130 s Omphalocele/Gastroschisis ....... ..100 

Renal disease . 140] None...... “a Other gastrointestinal anomalies 

Rh sensitization 150 - " 

Uterine bleeding . (Specity) ——__ ‘ 2 

x » Mallormed genitalia......... 1 
Other (Specity) OLIVER (Check all that apply) | ena, agenesis... 130 


Vaginal........ BL 
Vaginal birth ance pr 


38b. OTHER HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY 
(Complete all items) 


Tobacco use during pregnancy ..... YesO NoO 
Average number cigarettes per day 

Alcohol use during pregnancy ...... YesOQ NoO 
Average number of drinks per week 


Clett lip/palate . 2.2.2... cece eee 
Polydactyty/Syndactyty/Adactyly .. 
Club foot ae 170 
Diaphragmatic hernia ... ar ri 
Other musculoskeletaVintegumental anomalies 


42 CONDITIONS OF THE NEWBORN 


Weight gained during pregnancy ______ Ibs. (Check all that apply) (Specity) 190 
..200 
39. OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES Aneenia (Het = 30fttbg 12); 
(Check all that apply) Gerth injury. -5socssscc006 
Fetal alcohol syndrome .. . 20 
Amniocentesis ... Hyaline membrane disease/RDS ..... 
Electronic fetal monitonng Meconium aspiration syndrome .. Nome . 2... eeeee eee ee eee eeeee 000 
Induction of labor ....... Assisted ventilation < 30 min.. Otner (Specity) 20 


Sumulation of labor 


FETUS 


PARENTS 


CAUSE 


SIGN WITH 
PERMANENT 
BLACK INK 


CERTIFIER 


MOTHER 


FATHER 


MULTIPLE BIRTHS 
Enter State File 
Number of 

Mate(s) 

LIVE BIRTH(S) 


FETAL DEATHS) 
DEHNR 2087 


(Revised 10/89) 
VITAL RECORDS 


APPENDIX C 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Registration REPORT OF FETAL DEATH 
District No. Local No. 
NAME OF FETUS FIRST MIDOLE LAST SEXOF FETUS | DATE OF DELIVERY TIME OF DELIVERY 
t 2 2 ‘ M 
NAME OF FACILITY (iI not institution, give street and number) CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION COUNTY OF DELIVERY 
fa Sb. Se. 
MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) MAIDEN SURNAME DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day. Year) 
te a 7. 
RESIDENCE STATE COUNTY CITY. TON, OR LOCATION STREET ANO NUMBER 
to & te A ro 
INSIDE CITY LIMITS ZIP CODE FATHER'S NAMI digg 1) DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 
(Yes or Mo) 
Be. a. & 5 


PART L FETAL DEATH WAS CAUSED BY. Ewa JE CAUSE PEA LINE FOR (a). (0), (c) 
Feral or manera concen —_(a) IMMEDIATE CAUSE 
Fetal and/or maternal cond'- 


tions, M any, giving risk tothe = (b) DUE TO, OR 
imenediste cause (8), stating 
fhe uncertying cause last. 


Ccontnbuted to fetus! PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE 


OF GESTATION (Weens) 


| (Specity) 
Sa 


Ls 


OF HISPANIC ORIGIN? (Specify Yes RACE — Amencan inchan, 
or No, I! yes. specity Cuban, Mexican, White, Black, etc. pecity o re completed 
18. Puerto Rican. etc. below) 18. (Specity below) Elem /Sec_ (0-12) College (1-4 0 5+) Occupanon 
Ove; ONo 
Specity 
tea i 7a rare 
OYes ONo 
Specity 
18>. 18. 20. Zc 
PREGNANCY HISTORY 
omnplete each sectron, 
OTHER TERMINATIONS 
fSpontaneous and induced a! MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL 
any hime afer conception) 


22d. (Do not inchsde this fetus) 2. (Specity) 


CARE BEGAN — First, Second, TI de 


SPECIFY FETAL OF MATE NUNAL 


Fetus dued belore labor. Guning labor | AUTOPSY (Specsy Yes or No) 
01 delrvery, unanown (Specity) 
120 Re 


ATTENDANT M._D., Nurse-Midwite, Micwile, other DATE SIGNED 


nw 


15b. 


SIGNATURE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER (I! delivery nol afiended by pryzcian) 


21, OCCUPATION ANO BUSINESS/INDUSTRY 
orked during last vegr 
Business/indusiry 


21b. 


216. 


MOTHER MARRIED? (A! deivery. conception,| DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN 
OF any line between) (Yes of No) (Atontn, Day, Year) 
a 24. 


PRENATAL VISITS — Total Number 
{11 none, 80 state) 


c.5 
INIQ&, ESTIMATE OF | Ord motner nave bicod test for 
— DN (Weeks) Syprws? (Specity yes or no) 
ZN 2. 


DATE OF LAST LIVE BIRTH OATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION PLURALITY — Single, Twn, T: GF, OT SINGLE BIRTH—Born First, Second, 
(htonin, Year) (Adonth, Year) (Specity) 0. etc. (Specity) 
5 Ze On JX A 20d. 
Ee EEE WY 
31a MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY | 33 OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES Yosh pIGENITAL ANOMALIES OF FETUS 
(Check all that appty) (Check all that apply) Ofeck all that apply) 
Anemia (Het < 30/Hgb. < 10)...................010 | Amniocentesis ................66 £ ephalus ............. 010 
Cardiac disease ............ Electronic fetal monitoring... pina bifida/Meningocele 020 
Acute or chronic lung disease . Induction of labor ... : Hydrocephalus... 030 
neueaace! Stimulation of labor . Microcephalus .... 
cae Other central nervous system anomalies 
(Specily) oso 
eveces Heart malformations ..................0.0..------060 
Other circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
ssevencasvay SARS 77 
Incompetent cervix . (Specity) 2 
Previous infant 4000C] grams .. Rectal atresia/stonosis ................-.-- .. 0013 
Previous preterm or small-lor-gestationa Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophageal 
BOT oo ccasceveccsoseurses-sarstseess-=s -..090 
Omphalocele/Gasiroschisis ...............-..-+- 100 
Other gastrointestinal anomalies 
(Specity) 
Maltormed genitalia. 
Precipitous Renal agenesis... 
| anoma! 
31b, ADDITIONAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY | Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) Other urogenital enomstos 
(Complete ail tems) Dystuncucanl Oot :<-2--2- (Specily) 40 
Breech/Malpresentation ... 
Tobacco use during pregnancy ....... YesO NoD | Cephalopelvic disproportion . Cleft lip/ palate vicsccsciacseciscccdacesierssscenee 150 
Average number cigarettes per day —___ Cord prolapse .... Potydactyty/Syndactyly/Adacty! 160 
Alcohol use during pregnancy ........ YesO NoO | Anesthetic complica’ Club foot.. 170 
Average number of drinks per week Fetal distress . Diaphragmat 180 
Weight gained during pregnancy ___ Ibs. Otner musculoskeletaVintegumental anomalies 
- Other (Specify) 160 (Specily) 190 
32 METHOD OF DELIVERY (Check ail that apply) Down's SYMGrOMM@ . 2.2 eee c cence eee eee e eee eeeee 200 
Vaginal ... 010 Other chromosomal! anomalies 
Vaginal birth after previous f 210 
Pnmary C-section ... (Specily) 
eer er ererrr rer rrr rrererrrrrree oO0 
Other (Specify) _ 220 
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